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Start Your Future
Now the half-time air was sweet perfume
While sergeants played a marching tune
We all got up to dance
Oh, but we never got the chance.
Don McLean – American Pie 1971

O

f course, 2020 and
COVID-19 has reminded
us nothing is etched in
stone. It has been strange, surreal, scary and for too many,
heartbreaking. And each day
we hear and read it is certainly
not over. In fact, it’s possible
the second wave will be worse
than the first one this spring.
But we offer you this: We will,
once again, get the chance
to dance. Hang in there. Be
smart, be careful and be active
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in your best interests. We all
need to remember our future.
The marching band will play
again and you will travel, spend
time with friends and family and see new sights. Travel
is the number one interest in
retirement, followed by new
hobbies and grandchildren. We
need to remind one another
that life goes on, and we need
to enjoy it. Retirement should
be a very exciting and rewarding time. But you need a plan.
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Call it a COVID recovery plan.
What did you learn about yourself, your spouse, job, career,
kids this summer? Did you find
unnecessary tasks you could
lay down for good? Perhaps
you will now work from home
all the time or at least most
of the time. Will you need to
modify your house to include an
office or quiet space? Maybe,
just maybe, you decided retirement can and will come sooner.
Absent being able to travel, eat
out and vacation, your expenses
have probably decreased. Will
some of these savings be permanent? If so, can you or your
spouse, partner, family member
retire earlier than thought?
Likewise many people have had

to consider, perhaps for the first
time, what would I do if I lost
my spouse? Women generally
outlive men by several years.
According to David Bach in his
recent book The Latte Factor,
statistics tell us 80% of men die
before their spouse and 80%
of women die alone. If you are
a single woman in charge of
your finances, do you have a
full, well- thought out personal
retirement plan? Have you
visited with another woman to
share your common challenges?
Do you have a plan?
Unfortunately, many people
lost their jobs or took significant pay cuts this year. How
is this affecting your future?

e Now
2020 has been forced upon us,
but we can get through this
together. If your circumstances
have changed, you should
definitely review the math of
your future expenses. All of
us live daily and monthly on a
budget. That budget may be
rather loosey goosey or strict
down to the penny. Believe me,
we see clients that carry calculators and others that spend
as long as the credit card is
accepted (OK. That is a slight
exaggeration), but you get the
point. Nevertheless, once we
know your financial needs, we
can create a plan especially
designed for you. And when
that happens, you can make
decisions about your future you

really could not make before –
at least not with the clarity a
written financial plan provides.
We tell clients all the time
the math is relatively easy.
Investing always a bit trickier
but daily stewardship succeeds.
One of the hardest things to
do is plan out your time for the
future. What will you do with
your time in retirement? Why
wait to find out? Start your
future now! The “new normal”
may just be our reality. This
virus may be with us for a
very long time. It has become
crystal clear our society cannot agree on any one solution,
if one exists, and it is a global
problem. We are affected by
events overseas daily in our
investing practices. Financial
markets are integrally linked
worldwide. This pandemic may
be just the beginning of future
health challenges. So why wait?
Your future is now. Make a call,
send an email, schedule a Zoom
meeting or in-person visit. It
will be time well spent.
The big question we get today
is: Can I retire soon? COVID,
if nothing else, has opened
people’s eyes to the possibility of changing their futures.

It has been a wake-up call to
thinking differently. We have
learned to do without so many
things that just nine months
ago never could have entered
our minds. Our parents often
talked about doing without, The
Great Depression, WWII and
gas rationing. Fortunately, we
are not at war, the Steelers are
playing and a vaccine will very
likely be accomplished. But
what an opportunity we have.
If you have any inkling of making changes for your current or
future retirement, get a written
plan done.
“Only in America where we
dream as big as we want to. We
all get a chance Everybody gets
to dance…” Brooks and Dunn.
Our future is still alive,
vibrant and waiting for us.
Take advantage of this time to
create and remember yours. n
Dave & Sue Hickey own and manage Your Own
Retirement LLC a local financial advisory company specializing in retirement planning and
solutions. All consultations are complimentary
and confidential.
Investment advisory services offered only by
duly registered individuals through AE Wealth
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To learn more about YourOwnRetirement,
visit www.yourownretirement.com or give
Sue or Dave a call at 1-866-677-PLAN (7526).
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